SCRAPS.
evident that we are quite wrong as to the definition of a still-born child, if this record is to be maintained.
In " The Christian " the author describes a still-born child as "one that has breathed but never cried."?Medical Press and Circular.
Longevity of Physicians.?One of the most curious statistical records that has been compiled this century is that by Dr. Salzmann, of Essling, Wurtemburg, on the average duration of life among physicians. He found, in going over the ancient records of the kingdom, that in the sixteenth century the average duration of life among the class was 36.5 years; in the seventeenth century, 45.8 ; in the eighteenth, 49.8, and at the present time they reach the favourable average of 56.7. It appears from the foot-notes to the above that this very great increase in longevity is due to the disappearance of the " black pest," the introduction of vaccination, and the great diminution in the number of typhus epidemics, three classes of diseases which formerly decimated the medical practitioners.?Church Family Newspaper. 16S, 255) , he has something to say about the people of the district, the position of which was practically that of the present Barrs Street. In the Wardens' accounts for 1672 there is an item of " Paid to Buck for hunting the whores out of the parish, 6d." (Bristol: Past and Present, 1881, vol. ii., p. 40).
Writing in the end of the sixteenth century on the question of the public stews, Camden (Britannia, ed. 1789, vol. ii., p. 9) approves the abolition of these houses kept up "under the specious pretence of allowance for human infirmity " ; but his editor, Gough, thinks "it is still a question whether the licensing such places by authority would not tend more to preserve the morals as well as the health of the subjects than the present unrestrained and promiscuous indulgence" (Op. cit., p. 27). The arguments for and against the existence of such houses are well put by Fuller (loc. cit.) , who sums up the matter by saying that licensing them added a national sin to the personal sin committed by those who resorted to them.
